
3M™ Bair Hugger™ Warming 
Blankets and Gowns
Patient comfort that makes a world of difference
Throughout the product journey, Solventum, formerly 3M Health Care, is mindful of the impact our business can  
have on the environment. Learn how you can help support greener practices with Bair Hugger warming blankets  
and warming gowns.

Bair Hugger warming blankets and warming gowns contain polypropylene, which helps the medical fabric resist liquid 
penetration.1 We encourage you to check with your facility’s waste management company to find out if they can recycle 
the Bair Hugger warming blankets and warming gowns based on their material contents displayed in the charts below.

 Materials in Bair Hugger warming blankets  Materials in Bair Hugger warming gowns

 Reusable vs. single-use 
A 2001 review study published by Infection Control 
and Hospital Epidemiology found that it is difficult to 
determine whether single-use or reusable products 
have a greater effect on the environment.2

It’s important to consider that reusable linens, cotton 
gowns and warmed cotton blankets require:

• Energy – Blanket warmers, washing machines and 
dryers require energy resources.

• Water – Laundering reusable cotton gowns impacts 
water conservation.

• Detergent – Using harsh detergents when washing 
can contribute to wastewater concerns. 

On average, nine cotton blankets are used during a 
patient’s perioperative stay in addition to a cotton 
patient gown. The average lifespan of a cotton blanket 
is 22 uses, due to wear and tear, damage and theft.3

 Note: Blankets and gowns grossly contaminated with visible 
bodily fluids during surgery are usually incinerated with other 
surgical waste. 

Improper waste segregation can 
increase medical waste.
It is important to segregate medical waste 
appropriately and practice recycling in accordance 
with local, state and federal regulations.4

Please check your local, state and federal regulations 
for more information on the recycling possibilities 
for the Bair Hugger warming blankets and warming 
gowns within your healthcare facility. 

Polypropylene 75%
Cardstock 5%
Polyethylene 5%
Hook & Loop Fastener 5%
Liner BOPP 5%
Adhesive 3%
Cotton 2%

Polypropylene 85%
Polyethylene 5%
Polystyrene 5%
Polyester 3%
Adhesive 2%

Data shown is representative for all gown models and sizes. 
Exact data shown is for a standard size OR Gown.

Data shown is representative for all blanket models. 
Exact data shown is for a 63500 Underbody Blanket.



Note: Specific indications, limitations, contraindications, warnings, precautions, and safety information exist for these products 
and therapies. Please consult a clinician and product instructions for use prior to application. Rx only. 
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Help make a difference, 
one gown at a time
To help conserve resources, Bair Hugger warming 
gowns are designed to be worn by patients before, 
during and after surgery. Each gown includes hose 
ports for use with warming units inside and outside 
the operating room. 

For more information about the 3M™ Bair Hugger™ Temperature Management System,  
please contact your Solventum Sales Representative, call the Solventum Customer Helpline at  
1-800-228-3957 or visit bairhugger.com

 From design to construction, Bair Hugger warming blankets and warming gowns help support 
greener  practices and maintain patient normothermia.
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 Responsible practices  
 at every touchpoint 
 Bair Hugger warming blankets are  
manufactured at one site that:

Achieved “zero landfill” status
in January 2019.5

Reduces edge trimming and waste
to optimize raw materials.

Recycles the majority of cardboard 
packaging back to the supplier to 
use again.

Takes steps to minimize 
transportation needs by relying  
on local sources of supply.
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